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AN award-winning internet
hub in Highnam could help
Forest firms in their fight for

better broadband.

The village won the economic
development and erderprise category
ai thir regont Calor Village of Hae Year
Awardds, whare: it was piralsed far s
super:fast intermet.

Judpe=s ab pe - awards gald: “The
villnge's IT eguipment made avallahie
to the Rura] Business Centre and older
residents has the Fasiest broadband
conmnction in the TE, Sothe Iigines
community is  able o compete
effect il y™

This k5 In stark contrast lo the
ceniral Forest ares, where flrms are
conieerned  they may have to move
urileas  thelr  broadband  spesd

Clproves:

The company behlnd Highnam's
high-spesl broadband Is Gloucester
buged . Loop  Scorpio  Lil Peler
Carlweiphi sfarted i sbeand-a-half
years apgo. by WiﬂEtMﬂ in

He sald: “We started at a time when
BT was rolling out broadbamsd in cltbes
and wrban areas bot bt didn't includs
the smaller townsg and villages,

“wWe dechded 10 nse broadband from
Glowpester and take Lt Into those areas
using wireloas networking

The company wow kas maore thin
A cistomers acruss 16 nedtworks n
Highnam, Neoweni, Ledbory and
Painswick, Customers include both
hames and small businesses,

The speed' of inteenet varles foom
Oenly ab Hiphmam Fural Business
Centre where the network Ls linked 1o
a hired Nbreoptic cable amwl Smb for
the wireleds network in MNewenl. This
is condiderahly faster than internel In
the central Forest, whichis thought o
rin atogn averpe of 2mb. Loop
Seorpla's symmelrie pro fechnology
means thal business cusiemaers can
gat hipgh s inta their computer
aml aleg when sending files.

A report published this week from
povernment watchdop. Ofcom savs

customers around the country do not.

gat the broadband spesds advertiood
The problem 5 worse in rural areas
becawse of the onidated copper cabling
used by e major feaes.

The E'nreat also strupgles o pick up
wireless sipnal becansa of its haavily

wooded aren and hilly landscape,

Poter say: while his cornpany can't
help peaple in remote amas Loop
Seorpio s planning to bring faster
broadlsald to pads of the Foresd soch
ies Cinderfond: To do thiat the compand!
would hawve' to transmif the wireless
signal 1o the ridge above Cinderiond
bafore beaming it into the town,

He gaid: “0ur wireless technology
can currently reach 11km =o if there
wirg a8 reasonable  number of
businesses in Cinderford that wanted
the sirvice we coild set bp nowireles
cluster tharn, Wie are curmently talking
to companies and hape to be in
Cindecford by the end of the year™

The: lack . of ‘windess - covernge
currently available in the Dhean is a
coneorn for fourism i the ama, With
the chosure of the tourist information
cembres, vigitors are being asked to go

onfbee: e fad ot aboot
apcmmodation and activites.
AL the last full ol the

distrlet councll a question was ralsed
asking how the eounet]l would answer
tourists” questions: given the lack of
imfernet  coverape. Coun Padrick
Molyneux, cabinet member o
eoonomic;  regeneration, sald the
colncll was irying to J.mpmva tha
fourksm webslte .




